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'FLYING SAUCER'
OVER CANBERRA

MELBOURNE,Fri. — Two
Trans-Australia

Airlinespilotssaid tonightthat they chased

a mysterious flying"object"over Canberra

earlythis morning.

They said they saw the
"object"while they were
flyingthe nightlyfreighter

service between Brisbane
and Melbourne.
The firstofficerof the aircraft

describedthe objectas "a flying

saucerbecauseI cannotfind
a better description."

He and the captainof the
planeat firstthoughtthe object

was the planetVenus,but later
dismissedthis theory.
The Civil Aviation Department

and the Air Force are
investigating

a reportwhich the
two men, SeniorPilot Gordon
Savage,D.F.C.,and First Officer

Frank E. Hastilow,submitted

to T.A.A. headquarters in
Melbourne.
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The report,writtenby Hastilow,

said the object appeared
at 3.25 a.m. and

disappeared

at
3.45 a.m.

White,red light
The reportsaid: "Flyingin

a northerlydirectionnear
Canberraon our way to Sydney

we sightedto the eastward

and aboveour aircrafta very
powerfulwhite light which
alternatedat 15-secondinter
valsto a red light.

"It appearedto be some
distanceaway. Captain Savage
climbedto 5000 feet to get a
betterlook at the phenomenon.

"The indefiniteobject was
drawingaway from us at a
high speed and eventually
disappearedinto a veil of

atmospherics,very much as
a headlight disappearsinto a
fog.

"As soonas the light
dissappeared

we put out our navigation

lights.
"A few minuteslater the

light appearedagain from the
same quarter,while we
remainedin darkness.
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"The light continuedto
alternatefrom whiteto red at
the same 15-secondintervals.

Turnedwith them
"What interestedus most was

the
disappearance

of the light
in spite of the cloudless

conditions.

"I calledMascottower and
askedif therewere any other
aircraftin the vicinity.He
said 'No'."

In Melbournetonightthe
pilotssaidthatas theyturned

their aircrafttowardsthe
objectit turnedwith them.
Whentheyroseto get above

it, it alsorose.

"I thoughtthe objectwas
some sort of superjet takinga
look at Sydney,"Captain
Savagesaid.

"I chasedit for about60
milesand thenlostit in a mist.

"LaterI decidedthat the
objectmusthavebeenthe planet

Venus,but I soon dismissed

that thoughtbecauseI could
not see any otherplanets."

Not Venus
The GovernmentAstronomer
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(Dr. R. Woolley)said tonight:

"The objectcouldnot have been
Venusor Jupiterif the color
were red."

Officials at Stromlo
Observatory,Canberra,said that at
that time of the morningVenus
wouldjust have risenand could
not appearto be abovethe
plane.

First OfficerHastilow,who
has more than 4500 flying
hours,said:"I'vehad plenty
of experiencewith northern

lights in Europe,shooting
stars,and all that kind of
thing,but I neversaw
anythinglike the Canberra
objectbefore.

"I'vegot no theoryto account

for it.
"I have referredto the

objectas a flyingsaucerin my
reportbecauseI cannotfind
a better

description."

CaptainSavage has nearly
6000 flyinghoursto his credit.
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SENIOR PILOT, Captain
Gordon Savage,
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FIRST OFFICER,F. E.
Hastilow,


